Natural Playgrounds Store
Natural Playgrounds Company
85 Warren Street, Concord, NH 03301
Toll Free 888-290-8405
Intl 603-228-0476
Fax 603-228-6018
ethan@naturalplaygrounds.com

Straw Bales
LP-HB
Shipping Weight: 30 lbs
Shipping Dimensions: 36"L X 18"W X 12"H
Brand: Natural Playgrounds Company
Toxicity: All Natural
Age Appropriateness: all ages

Yes, this is a straw bale. We use straw (and not hay) bales because they typically don’t have seeds in them. It is probably the
neatest (and cheapest) loose part you could get that allows children to create their own spaces for play.
We have seen children make seats and benches, forts, tunnels, mazes, jumps, bridges, buildings, and other structures
requiring creativity and cooperation. If you also give them old sheets, or towels and blankets, they can create some really fun
-- and shady -- spaces all by themselves, and those spaces will change from day to day.
Keep in mind that these Straw Bales make excellent seats/benches for kids in an outdoor classroom setting, not only
because they are very portable and can be arranged in any desirable grouping, and easily spaced 6’ apart.
You should get at least 4 of these straw bales, but the more the merrier! And at this price, it’s one of the least expensive play
options you can have for your kids (and it will be one of their favorites)!
You can also use the bale as a planter. The bale is dense (tightly packed), so you can actually cut a hole out of the bale, fill it
with potting spoil, and plant flowers.
When the bales start breaking down from constant exposure to the weather, you can actually plant tomatoes and potatoes
right in the old, rotting bale -- without using any soil! The roots weave through the hay and get their nutrients from the
decomposing material. The hay keeps the roots insulated and retains the moisture the plants require.
Another option is to break the bales apart and use the hay for mulch (it may still have seeds in it, so you may have some
friendly seeds sprouting), or put it in your compost pile or bin.
You might want to establish some simple rules, like no stacking end on end, or stacking no more than two tall, but other than
that, let the kids have fun!
Typical bales measure ~12”h x ~18”w x ~35” long (they can vary) and weigh around 40 pounds. They should last at least a
year, more if you cover them to keep rain and snow off.
Because of tight restrictions, importing Hay Bales into California or Canada is not possible.

